Differentiated Vulvar Intraepithelial Neoplasia: A Brief Review of Clinicopathologic Features.
Differentiated-type vulvar intraepithelial neoplasia (dVIN) is a non-human papilloma virus (HPV)-related precursor lesion to vulvar squamous carcinoma. The terminology has only become recognized clinically and histopathologically in recent years despite being described more than 50 years ago. As opposed to the HPV-related VIN (uVIN), dVIN has different features of histomorphology, risk of progression, and molecular pathogenesis. Notably, dVIN commonly develops in a background of chronic inflammatory dermatoses such as lichen sclerosis and lichen simplex chronicus. The recognition of dVIN remains a challenge owing to lack of accurate and reproducible diagnostic criteria. Morphologically, basal layer atypia, dyskeratosis, and elongation and anastomosis of the rete ridges are regarded as very useful diagnostic features. Ancillary tests can be very helpful to establish a definitive diagnosis in some ambiguous cases. In contrast to uVIN, dVIN is more likely to progress to vulvar squamous carcinoma in a shorter period. The goal of this review is to elaborate on the clinicopathologic characteristics and underline the key histologic features that best facilitate the diagnosis of dVIN.